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Deai Neighborhood Associations:

Welcome to anothcr New Year!! lt seems only yestcrday that we wcrc worrying about Y-2K It is

a certainry that each year brings new challenges for all of us - from gtobal conccms to community

or,"". Th" .om-o"oiity that;e have found is that thc individual actions are just as imPortant in

onc sphere as the oth€r.

On the local level, CONA rcalizcs that we cannot havc productive, progressive neiShborhoods or

an organization likc CONA without the work of many individuals with a common goal -
building better neiShborhoods for Bloomintton and Monroc County'

Whcn the StrateFc Plan UPdatc was done m Octobcr arld November, onc of thc items wc

included in our flan is a recoFition Program for thc voluntee's who Put in many hours for our

communiry's enirancement through iis neithborhoods' Wc not only want to acknowledge this

time com;tment but wc also want thc community lo be aware thnt thrivinS neighborhmds do

not just haPP€n but somcone has to Put in hmc and cncrgy to makc them so'

The progam be&ns with YOU, the mdividual in thc ncighborhood' In order for it to work' you

t"u.h of-yo"l mrist t" r"illint to take the time to )ot down thc hous that you are contributint to

neighborhood well-being. ]-his ti-" i"clud." onythinS you are doing on behall of your

nei;hborhood or CONA. It mi8ht be an official meeting or an unofficial one where

bralinstorming is nccded before an idea goes to the ent[e association' It could be a neighborhood

pro,cct or it c;uld be the time sPcnt by you helPin8 a neiShbor' "NeiShborint" is a very

important activity needed to crcate a co ortable neiShborhood'

CONA support hours reflect timc spent in monthty me€tints (for rePresentativcs), committec

mcetings, Action Team observcrs, tundraisint activiti€s, workshoP attendance, conunittee work,

officer 6mc, etc.

Dumg the 16 months I have bcrcn with CONA, t havc bcen imPressed with the amount of timc

neiehborhood leaJers, as weu as neighborhood residents, sPend on behalf of thcir

neiihuortroods. lt is something we should celebrate and commend those Persons who Sive of

th; time. Do not say "wcll, Iton't do that much so I am rot Soing to bother'" Every minutc of

time is important to ihe accomPlishment at hand we want to tabulate on the basis of thc

ncithtlorhood association as wcll as individually-

Ncithborhood l€adcrs: Make many coPies and circulate to your rc'sidents- Make sure cveryone

is ac"counting for hrc/her contrrbutions to the neighborhood. What about tltose teenagers who

shovcl snow or mow lawns? Bc sure thcy arc fillint out a form also.

We will bc calling in thc forms around May l0 so I wil havc time to PrePare certiEcatcs for thc

BloomintNeighborhoods Day m late May or June. Post a forIn by your Phone or on ihe

refrigeraior -iomewhere wherc it will b€ easy to record your efforts. Together we can makc

Btoomin$on even a geater Plac€ ttuough its neighborhoods

Nancy Lumbl€y
CONA Progam Manater


